
Harmonization and Networking 
for contaminant assessment in the 
Ionian and Adriatic Seas

The Adriatic and Ionian Seas are considered hot spots 
of biodiversity, hosting habitats and  communities of  

great environmental importance. At the same time, the 
ADRION area is intensively used and pollution is a  key 
issue which requires a common evaluation and man-
agement approach. HarmoNIA intends to address  the 
heterogeneity in methodological approaches and in the 
information used for Good Environmental Status  assess-
ment and to overcome the fragmentation in geographi-
cal coverage of data availability.

• From good monitoring data to 
good decision making

• Harmonize monitoring protocols 
for reliable assessment of Good 
Environmental Status

• Towards a common strategy to as-
sess contaminant dispersion risk

• Best practices to support a sustain-
able use of the sea: the offshore 
challenge
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to evaluate the risk
of contaminant dispersion

from offshore activities
and accidents

to facilitate access
and re-use of marine data

Focusing on pollution 
from offshore drilling and 

accidents, HarmoNIA will enhance 
the capacity to tackle 

environmental vulnerability and 
safeguard ecosystem services 

at transnational scale. 
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HarmoNIA Goals

HarmoNIA Challenges
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P a r t n e r s h i p
 6 National Institute for Oceanography and Applied Geophysics 
(OGS) - Italy 

 6 Italian National Institute for Environmental Protection and Research 
(ISPRA) - Italy

 6 Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries (IOF) - Croatia 
 6 Ruder Boskovic Institute (RBI) - Croatia 
 6 Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR) - Greece 
 6 Region of Western Greece (RWG) - Greece 
 6 National Institute of Biology (NIB) - Slovenia 
 6 Slovenian Environment Agency - (ARSO) - Slovenia 
 6 Public institution University of Montenegro - Institute of Marine 
Biology (UoM-IMB) - Montenegro 

 6 Agriculture University of Tirana - Department of Plant Protection 
(AUT) - Albania 

A s s o c i a t e d  P a r t n e r s
 6 Ministry of Economic Development Directorate General for 
the Safety Also Environmental of Mining and Energy Activities 
National Mining Office for Hydrocarbons and Georesources - 
Italy

 6 Durres Municipality - Albania
 6 Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism - Montenegro
 6 Ministry of Environmental and Nature Protection - Croatia

The  p ro je c t  HarmoNIA  suppor t s

• Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(MSFD, EU 2008)

• Protocols of the Barcelona Convention 
UNEP/MEDPOL

• Offshore Protocol (pollution from explo-
ration and exploitation)

• Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP, 2014)

Project budget in EUR: 1,290,978.60 
ERDF and IPA II Funding in EUR: 1,097,331.80
Project Duration: 1 February 2018 – 30 November 2019

www.adrioninterreg.eu
Coordinator: National Institute for Oceanography and Applied Geophysics (OGS) 
Contact: Marina Lipizer
E-mail address: mlipizer@inogs.it
This publication has been produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The content of the publication, is the 
sole responsibility of beneficiaries of the project and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the 
European Union and/or ADRION programme authorities.

PRIORITY AXIS 2: SUSTAINABLE REGION
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